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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Claim 1 (currently amended): A compound of formula 





where: 



R-i and R 2 are the same or different and signify hydrogen, [ opt i on all y substitut e d ] 



lower alkanoyl A [of] aroyl[ , opt i onal l y subst i tut e d ] or lower alkoxycarbonyl[ T 



or optionally substitut e d l ow e r a l kylcarbamoy l] groups ; 

R 3 signifies hydrogen [ or opt i ona ll y subst i tuted ] an alkanoyl or an aroyl group; 

R 4 signifies [ opt i ona l ly subst i tut e d saturat e d orvpart i al l y unsaturat e d l ow e r a l ky l 
ef] an aryl group or a saturated or partiallVunsaturated lower alkyl group 
optionally substituted with an aryl c£r^^ or R4 taken 

together with R 3 signifies [ an opt i onal l ysuB^ or partially 

\ 

unsaturated carbocyclic ring optionally substituted with one of: 
at least one alkyl group, 
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A 1 i. 



1 



anXalkylidenearyl group optionally further substituted with at least one 
hydroxy, alkoxy, dialkylamino, lower alkyl, halogen, or 
jfluoromethyl group, or 
an alkylheterocycloalkvl group ; and 
A signifies oxygen for NR § group, wh e r e R$ s i gnif ie s NHR 6 wh e r e R§ s i gn i f ie s 



opt i ona ll y substitut e d l ow e r a l ky l or ary l group, or OR? group wh e r e R ? 
s i gn i f ie s hydrog e n\ l ow e r a l ky l or low e r a l kanoy l , or A s i gn i fi e s an 
optiona ll y substitut e d>a l ky l id e n e wh e n R 4 s i gnif ie s OR g group wh e r e R g 
s i gnifi e s optiona ll y substitut e d low e r a l kanoyl or aroy l group, ]; and 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable salts therec 



Claim 2 (canceled) 



A 



Claim 3 (currently amended): A compound according to claim 1 comprising[4-§77- 
d i hydroxy - 8 - n i tro - 3, 4- d i hydro - 2H - naptha le n - 1 - on e ; 5,oNdihydroxy - 7 - n i tro - indan - 1 - on e ; 2- 

(S^ - d i m e thoxy - b e nzy l id e n e ^GJ - d i hydroxy - S - n i tro - S^ - d i iydro^H - napthal e n - l - on e ; 

\ 

(3,4 - d i hydroxy - 2 - n i tro - ph e ny l ) - ph e ny l- m e thanon e ; 5,6 - dihydXoxy 7 n i tro i ndan 1 on e 
oxim e ; 2 - (3 1 4- Dim e thoxyb e nzy li d e n e ) - 5,6 d i hydroxy - 7 - nitro -i n&an - 1 - on e ; 2-(4- 
d i m e thy l am i no - b e nzyl i d e n e ) - 5 1 6 - d i hydroxy - 7 - nitro -i ndan - 1 - on e ; 2\f4 - d i m e thylam i no - 
b e nzy li d e n e ) - 67 - d i hydroxy - 8 - n i tro - 3 l 4 - d i hydro - 2H - naptha le n - 1 - on e ^ l 6 - dihydroxy - 2 - ( 4^ 
hydroxy - 3 - m e thoxy - 5 n i tro b e nzy l id e n e ) - 7 - nitro -i ndan 1 on e ; 6,7 d i hydrpxy 2 (4 - 
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hydroxy 3 mothoxy 5 n i tro b e nzy li dono) 8 n i tro 3,4 dihydro 2H naptha l on 1 one; 2 (3,4 
| dihydroxy - bonzylid e n o ) 5,6 d i hydroxy 7 n i tro i ndan 1 ono; 2 (3,4 d i hydroxy - 

bonzy li d o no) 6,7 dih\droxy 8 nitro 3,4 d i hydro 2H naptha l on 1 ono; 1 (3,4 d i hydroxy 2 - 
nitro pheny l ) 3 pheny l propan 1 ono; 1 (3,4 dihydroxy 2 n i tro pheny l ) 4 phenyl butan 1 
ono; 2 (3,4 dihydroxy 5 n i tro bonzy l idono) 5,6 d i hydroxy 7 n i tro indan 1 ono; 1 (3,4 
dihydroxy 2 nitro ph e nyl) pontan 1 ono; 2,3 dihydroxy 1 n i tro anthraquinono; butyric 
acid 6 butyr l oxy 2 n i tro 3 (3 pheny l prop i ony l ) pheny l ostor; butyric acid 3 benzoy l 6 
butyr l oxy 2 nitro phenyl ester; carbonic ac i d 4 benzoy l 2 othoxycarbony l oxy 3 n i tro 
pheny l o st o r e thy l o stor; carbonic acid 2\othoxycarbony l oxy 3 nitro 4 (3 pheny l 
prop i onyl) ph e ny l e st e r e thy l e st e r; carbon i Kac i d 4, 5 - d i b e nzoyl 2 -e thoxycarbony l oxy - 3 - 
n i tro pheny l e st e r e thy l ost o r; 1 (3,4 d i hydroxy^? nitro phenyl) 2 pheny l o thanono; 
acet i c acid 3 acotoxy 7,7 d i m e thy l 1 n i tro 8 oxo 5,6,7,8 totrahydro napthalon 2 y l e st e r; 
1 (3,4 d i hydroxy 2 nitro pheny l ) 3 morpho l in 4 y l pro-pan 1 ono; 1 (3,4 dihydroxy 2 
nitro pheny l ) 3 p i porid i n 1 y l propan 1 ono; 1 (3,4 dihydroxy 2 nitro pheny l ) 3 
pyrro li d i n 1 yl propan 1 ono; 5,6 dihydroxy 2 morphol i n 4ylmothyl 7 n i tro indan 1 ono; 
1 [3 (3,4 d i hydroxy 2 n i tro pheny l ) 3 oxo propy l ] pipor i dono 3\carboxyl i o acid 
d i ethy l amide; 1 (3,4 d i hydroxy 2 nitro pheny l ) 3 (3 m e thy l p i por i din 1 y l ) propan 1 ono; 
1 (3,4 d i hydroxy 2 nitro pheny l ) 3 (4 mothyl p i p o rid i n 1 yl) propan \ ono; 1 (3,4 
dihydroxy 2 nitro pheny l ) 3 (octahydro qu i nol i n 1 y l ) propan 1 ono; 1 (3,4 dihydroxy 2 
n i tro pheny l ) 3 (3,5 d i methy l p i por i d i n 1 y l ) propan 1 ono; 3 (4 benzyl p i por i din 1 y l ) 1 
(3,4 dihydroxy 2 n i tro phony l ) propan 1 ono; 1 (3,4 d i hydroxy 2 n i tro phonyto 3 [4 - (4 
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m o moxy ph e ny l ) p i poraz i n 1 y l ] propan 1 on o ; 1 (3,4 dihydroxy 2 n i tro ph e ny l ) 3 [4 (3 
tr i f l uoroha e thy l ph e ny l ) p i poraz i n 1 y l ] propan 1 on o ; 1 (3,4 dihydroxy 2 nitro ph e ny l ) 3 
(4 - propy l- p i fc>Braz i n - 1 y l ) - propan - 1 - on e ; ac e t i c ac i d 6 ac e toxy - 2 - n i tro - 3 (3 - ph e ny l 
acry l oyl) ph o nybester 1(3,4 D i hydroxy 2 nitro ph e ny l ) 3 pheny l prop o nono ;1 (3,4 
dihydroxy 2 n i tro phenyl) 2 morpho l in 4 y l o thanon o ; 5,6 dihydroxy 7 n i tro 2 [4 (3 
tr i f l uoromothyl ph e ny l ) pjporaz i n 1 y l mothy l ] i ndan 1 one; 5,6 d i hydroxy 7 nitro 2 (4 
ph e nyl p i poraz i n 1 y l m o thyl)Jndan 1 on e ; acet i c acid 6 a c o toxy 2 nitro 3 phony l acoty l 
ph e nyl e ster; acetic acid 2 acotb^y 4 (1 acotoxy 2 ph e ny l v i ny l ) 3 n i tro ph e ny l ester; 
butyric acid 6 - butyry l oxy - 2 - n i tro 3 ph^ny l ac e tyl - ph e ny l e st e r; carbon i c ac i d 2 - 
e thoxycarbonyloxy - 3 - nitro - 4 - ph e ny l ac e ty l- ph e ny l e st e r e thy l e st e r; ac e t i c ac i d 6 - 
ac o toxy 2 n i tro 3 (4 pheny l butyryl) phonyP o st o r; butyr i c acid 6 butyry l oxy 2 n i tro 3 (4 
ph e ny l- butyry l ) - ph e ny l e st e r or carbonic ac i d 2^ethoxycarbony l oxy - 3 - nitro 4 (4 ph e ny l- 
butyry l ) phenyl ester ethy l ostor ] 67-dihvdroxv-8-nitro-3,4-dihvdro-2/-/-napthalen-1-one . 



Claim 4 (canceled) 



Claim 5 (original): A pharmaceutical composition comprising a therapeutically 
effective amount of a compound according to claim 1 in combination with a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier. 



A 3 



Claims 6 (currently amended): [ Tho us e of a compound accord i ng tcrc l aim 1 i n 



6 



Applicants: David Alexander Learmonth et al. 
Serial No.: 09/885,855 
Confrm. No.: 4106 
Filed: 20-JUN-01 
Group Art Unit: 1624 
Page 7 

the manufacture^ A method of manufacturing a medication for treating a subject * 
afflicted by central or peripheral nervous system disorders comprising combining a 
^ i therapeutically effective amount of a compound according to claim 1 with a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier . 



fi. 



Claim 7 (currently amended): [ Tho us e of a compound according to cla i m 1 i n 
th e manufactur e of] A method of manufacturing a medication for treating mood 
disorders, Parkinson's disease and parkinsonian disorders, gastrointestinal 
disturbances, edema formation states ancl hypertension comprising combining a 
therapeutically effective amount of a compound according to claim 1 with a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier . 



Claim 8 (canceled) 



Claim 9 (currently amended): [ Tho us e of a compound accord i ng to c l a i m 1 i n 
th o manufacture of ] A method of manufacturing a medicamentsfor use as a COMT 
inhibitor comprising combining a therapeutically effective amountV a compound 
according to claim 1 with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier . 



As 



Claim 10 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 5,6-djhydroxy-7- 
nitro-indan-1-one. 
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Claim 11 (hew): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 2-(3,4-dimethoxy- 
benzylidene)-6J-dihVdroxy-8-nitro-3,4-dihydro-2H-napthaIen-1-one. 

Claim 12 (new): Aicompound according to claim 1 comprising (3,4-dihydroxy-2- 
nitro-phenyl)-phenyl-methanone. 

Claim 13 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 2-(3,4-dimethoxy- 
benzylidene)-5,6-dihydroxy-7-nitro-indVi-1-one. 

Claim 14 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 2-(4- 
dimethylamino-benzylidene)-5,6-dihydroxy-7-nVo-indan-1-one. 

Claim 15 (new): A compound according to claVi 1 comprising 2-(4- 
dimethylamino-benzylidene)-67-dihydroxy-8-nitro-3,4-drtaydro-2H-napthalen-1-one. 

Claim 16 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 5,6-dihydroxy-2- 
(4-hydroxy-3-methoxy-5-nitro-benzylidene)-7-nitro-indan-1-one. \ 

Claim 17 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising V7-dihydroxy-2- 
(4-hydroxy-3-methoxy-5-nitro-benzylidene)-8-nitro-3,4-dihydro-2H-napthaJen-1-one. 



8 



Applicants: David Alexander Learmonth et al. 

Serial No.: 09/885,855 

Confrm. No.: 4106 

Filed: 20-JUN-01 

Group Art Unit: 1624 

Page 9 



teim 18 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 2-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
J benzyliden^5,6-dihydroxy-7-nitro-indan-1-one. 

Claim 19 (newK A compound according to claim 1 comprising 2-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
benzylidene)-6J-dihydro^8-nitro-3,4-dihydro-2H-napthalen-1-one. 

Claim 20 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 1-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
5 2-nitro-phenyl)-3-phenyl-propan-1 -on& 

Claim 21 (new): A compound accordir^to claim 1 comprising 1-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-4-phenyl-butan-1-one. 

Claim 22 (new): A compound according to claim Comprising 2-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
S-nitro-benzylideneJ-S^-dihydroxy-Z-nitro-indan-l-one. 

Claim 23 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising -(3,4-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-pentan-1 -one. 

Claim 24 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 2,3-dihychpxy-1- 
nitro-anthraquinone. 
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ClaTm 25 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising butyric acid 6- 
butyrloxy-2-nitto-3-(3-phenyl-propionyl)-phenyl ester. 

Claim 26 (new: A compound according to claim 1 comprising butyric acid 3- 
benzoyl-6-butyrloxy-2-two-phenyl ester. 

Claim 27 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising carbonic acid 4- 
benzoyl-2-ethoxycarbonyloxy-3-rwo-phenyl ester ethyl ester. 

Claim 28 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising carbonic acid 2- 
ethoxycarbonyloxy-3-nitro-4-(3-phenyl-propMpnyl)-phenyl ester ethyl ester. 

Claim 29 (new): A compound according toxlaim 1 comprising carbonic acid 4,5- 
dibenzoyl-2-ethoxycarbonyloxy-3-nitro-phenyl ester ethyl ester. 

Claim 30 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 1-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-2-phenyl-ethanone. \ 

Claim 31 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising acetic acid 3- 
acetoxy-yy-dimethyl-l-nitro-S-oxo^^^.S-tetrahydro-napthalen^-yl ester. 
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im 32 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 1 -(3, 4-di hydroxy- 



Claim 33 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 1-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-3-piperidin-1 -yl-propan-1 -one. 

Claim 34 (new): A confound according to claim 1 comprising 1-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-3-pyrrolidin-1 -yl-propan-1 -one. 



Claim 35 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 5,6-dihydroxy-2- 
morpholin-4-ylmethyl-7-nitro-indan-1 -one. \ 

Claim 36 (new): A compound according tosclaim 1 comprising 5,6 dihydroxy-7- 
nitro-2-piperidin-1 -ylmethyl-indan-1 -one. \ 

Claim 37 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 1-[3-(3,4- 
dihydroxy-2-nitro-phenyl)-3-oxo-propyl]-piperidene-3-carboxylicsacid diethylamide. 

Claim 38 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprisingxI^S^-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-3-(3-methyl-piperidin-1-yl)-propan-1-one. \ 




2-nitro-phehvl)-3-morpholin-4-yl-propan-1-one. 
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/ C>aim 39 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 1 -(3 ,4-di hydroxy- 



Qjj^/lK 2-nitro-phenvl)-3-(4-methyl-piperidin-1-yl)-propan-1-one 



Claim 40 (hew): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 1-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-3-(octehydro-quinolin-1-yl)-propan-l-one. 



Claim 41 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 1-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-3-(3,5-dimethyl\iperidin-1-yl)-propan-1-one. 

Claim 42 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 3-(4-benzyl- 
piperidin-1 -yl)-1 -(3,4-dihydroxy-2-nitro-p^nyl)-propan-1 -one. 

Claim 43 (new): A compound accordingly claim 1 comprising 1-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-3-[4-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-piperazin-Vyl]-propan-1-one. 

Claim 44 (new): A compound according to claim ^comprising 1-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-3-[4-(3-trifluorom 



Claim 45 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 1-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-3-(4-propyl-piperazin-1-yl)-propan-1-one. 
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Ci^m 46 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising acetic acid 6- 
acetoxy-2-ni^o-3-(3-phenyl-acryloyl)-phenyl ester. 

Claim 47 (nev^: A compound according to claim 1 comprising 1-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-3-phenyl^propenone. 

Claim 48 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 1-(3,4-dihydroxy- 
2-nitro-phenyl)-2-morpholin-4-yl-ethanone. 

Claim 49 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 5,6-dihydroxy-7- 
nitro-2-[4-(3-trifluoromethyl-phenyl)-piperazin^-ylmethyl]-indan-1-one. 

Claim 50 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising 5,6-dihydroxy-7- 
nitro-2-(4-phenyl-piperazin-1-ylmethyl)-indan-1-one. \ 

Claim 51 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising acetic acid 6- 
acetoxy-2-nitro-3-phenylacetyl-phenyl ester. \ 

Claim 52 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising acetic acid 2- 
acetoxy-4-(1 -acetoxy-2-phenyl-vinyl)-3-nitro-phenyl ester. \ 



13 



Applicants: David Alexander Learmonth et al. 

Serial No.: 09/885,855 

Confrm. No.: 4106 

Filed: 20-JUN-01 

Group Art Unit: 1624 

Page 14 



^laim 53 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising butyric acid 6- 
butyi^loxy^^ii^ ester. 



P 



Claim 54 (new): ^compound according to claim 1 comprising carbonic acid 2 
ethoxycarbonyloxy-3-nitro-4-phanylacetyl-phenyl ester ethyl ester. 

Claim 55 (new): A compound accfctrcJing to claim 1 comprising acetic acid 6- 
acetoxy-2-nitro-3-(4-phenyl-butyryl)-phenyl estsr. 

Claim 56 (new): A compound according to claimX^comprising butyric acid 6- 
butyryloxy-2-nitro-3-(4-phenyl-butyryl)-phenyl ester. 

Claim 57 (new): A compound according to claim 1 comprising clonic acid 2 
ethoxycarbonyloxy-3-nitro-4-(4-phenyl-butyryl)-phenyl ester ethyl ester. 
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